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Good Afternoon.  My name is Harry Fulwiler; I am a Lion from the state of Virginia, MD 24 and a member of the Lions International Trading Pin Club.  The purpose of this seminar today is to introduce you to Pin Trading.  I intend to give you the history of pin trading from its inception right on up to the present.  By doing this we in the LITPC are hopeful that you will become interested in pin trading, bring your MD pins with you to conventions and seminars and possibly join us in this great hobby.  If after we finished you are interested, I have membership applications here with me today. We have several of our members here who will answer any questions you may have concerning pin trading after the slide presentation.
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 Prior to the early 1950’s the Lions Club Pins that were produced were the regular Lions club pins that are still being issued by Lions Clubs International (LCI) 
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LCI also issued perfect attendance pins to celebrate an individual making all meetings during a given year.  The perfect attendance pins are highly collectible today.  Most collectors have all of the pins since the 50s but few have them back into the early forties, thirties and before.  
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The third and last type pin issued prior to the 1950s was the International convention badge.  These were also issued by LCI and are highly collectible. I doubt if there is a complete collection of these or of the perfect attendance pins anywhere in the world today.
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 In the early 50s most of the Lion members were still in the US.  They saw the need to have something from there home state to give away or trade to others at the International Conventions.  In a lot of cases they obtained little knick knacks are give-away items from their state chamber of commerce promoting there home state. These items could be combs, knives, letter openers or most anything.  Some even had pins such as those shown here. These items were not issued by the Lions and did not have Lions emblems. They are, however recognized as the first pins traded by lions and as such are highly collectible
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During this period some MDs started making their own give away items, such as the bale of cotton from Tennessee, and some of the other items shown in this slide.  These items were identified as Lions items.
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 New Mexico made this wooden Tomahawk and this pair of beaded slippers to celebrate their Indian Heritage. The shoehorn and wooden key chain are from North Carolina.  The corncob pipe is from Missouri and the telephone dialer is from Kentucky.  These Items were given away and traded at the International Conventions.  It is easy to see that these items were bulky and had to be hard to carry in any kind of numbers.   Most pin traders today usually have at least a hundred pins with them, and some with many, many more.  You can see that it would be unwieldy to carry a hundred of the cotton bales or a hundred of the Tomahawks.  
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Shown here are the predecessors to the modern day pins. Most of these were made in the mid 1950’s.  These are highly collectable among pin traders and some are very valuable.

Slide 9

 The very earliest pins were mostly plastic or tin and made by any company that the state office could get to make them.  Some such as the Montana pin shown here and the Vermont pin below it were home made.  Some of these such as the New York Plastic, the Montana Plastic, The North Carolina, the Pennsylvania, the West Virginia coal and the Virginia tin are quite rare today and bring premium prices from collectors
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In the late 50s and early 60s it seems that pins became the thing to trade at conventions.  Most Multiple Districts issued early pins with the outline of the state or country.  These early pins were issued in limited quantities and now are very much sought after by pin traders and collectors.  Some of these pins are also very rare and they bring very high prices at auctions and on ebay.  Collecting pins is similar in a lot of ways to collecting items such as stamps and coins.  There is a big market among the collectors based on rarity. Trading Pins are often referred to as Friendship Pins, as many friendships are made while trading pins with Lions from all over the world.
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Pin Trading continued pretty much the same up into the early 1970s, that is to say there were not very many pin traders but they were active.  There enthusiasm for the hobby was infectious and the hobby was growing.   At the International convention in Mexico City in 1972 a lion from Pennsylvania, Dutch Blair contacted several of the pin traders in attendance and discussed forming an International Pin Trading Club.  In 1973 at the International Convention in Miami these pin traders from the US and Canada got together and formed the Lions International Trading Pin Club (LITPC).  That is the organization that I represent today.  Read slide:
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 By the mid to late seventies pin trading was growing by leaps and bounds.  Pin traders knew each other from the LITPC, and from attendance at International Conventions as well as MD conventions and forums.  There were no organized pin trader clubs other than LITPC, and most pin trading was done at conventions.  Many times, however, pin traders would by word of mouth set up a pin swap other than at a convention.  These swaps would bring 25 to 30 traders.  Some of the favorites were in Bowie, MD at their Lions Club building. (There were several traders in that club) as well as in Blandon, Pa.  A lot of Canadians were into pin trading in a big way by this time.  Three-dimensional pins were the rage and the Canadians made some of the best. Some of their pins are shown in this slide.  By this time in addition to MD pins, sub districts, clubs and individuals were making trading pins.  Pins were made using every theme imaginable. By this time LCI was also licensing pin makers and charging a premium for every pin made. Even today, this is a huge moneymaker for Lions International. LCI makes 11% on every pin sold.
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 In 1981 one of the major pin traders of the day PCC Bill Smith of MD 24, called a meeting of the Lions in Virginia who were active pin traders and formed the first Multiple District Pin Trading Club in all of Lionism.  This club, The Pin Traders Club of Virginia is one of the most active of all pin trading club and holds an annual pin swap in November of each year at Winchester, Va.  This is a very large swap with over 200 traders present.  Once the constitution was approved by LCI, many other like minded individuals from other MDs using the Virginia constitution as a model, formed there own MD pin trading club.  There are now over 40 MD pin trading clubs in the US as well as clubs in Australia, New Zealand and the British Isles and Ireland.  All of these clubs have members in the LITPC and most hold annual swaps and issue annual pins. The pins shown here are some of those issued by the various Pin Trading Clubs?
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Slide 14 We now have LITPC members in every state in the US as well as every country represented by these flags. There are 22 countries with members in the LITPC.
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 The LITPC publishes an annual roster of all its members.  This roster lists all pin trading clubs to include the President and Bulletin Editor as well as the various WEB sites for the Pin Trader Clubs These WEB sites are shown here.  In addition to those WEB sites shown, there are also several WEB sites of individual members of the LITPC.  The LITPC web site can be reached by going to LITPC.org or by taking a link from the LCI website.  Our roster gives an individual member all of the information he needs to establish contact with any of our members as well as with a pin traders club in a given MD.
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Back to our pins.  All through the seventies and into the eighties the pin traders really were not aware of some of the older MD pins that were made from the late 50s right on up through the early 60s.  Most pin traders of the day collected any thing of interest to them.  Some collected railroad pins, others animal pins, some birds, others collected everything they could get there hands on. At conventions most traders had a one for one box where you could put in a pin and take out a pin. This practice still exists today.   Plastic pins were not very popular back then and you could find many of them in those trading boxes.  It would be nice to relive those days knowing what we know now.   An interesting story about the Snow White set is that the maker of these pins did not obtain necessary approvals for copyright and this set of a major flap.  Now anytime a pin is made of an item that has a registered trademark, permission must be obtained before making the pin.
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It wasn’t until the 80s that an LITPC member from Pennsylvania issued the 1st catalog of MD pins that gave collectors something to identify these pins by.   This first catalog identifying MD pins was made from pins that he and his fellow pin traders had and some of the dates were guesses.  Many pins were missing.  Once this catalog was started it became a “work in progress” Other pins were added as the editor became aware of them.  This was a black and white catalog.  But finally, with these catalogs we as pin traders could start identifying all pins from the various Multiple Districts.  When we found something in our collection that was not in the catalog we would notify the editor.  This was a trial and error operation and some of the pins that were listed as MD pins were found not to be and removed from the catalog.   It was also about this time when most US pin traders started trying to put together complete sets of MD pins going back to the earliest pins.  The plastic pins were no longer easy to come by.  
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Shortly after the first catalog showing all MD pins was issued, the first state catalog was issued.  This first catalog showing all pins issued from every source within a given state was The Pictorial Catalog of Virginia Pins that was issued by the PTCV.   The editor and founder of that catalog was an LITPC member.  This catalog like the first MD catalog was a work in progress with pins added and deleted often.  Since that time many of the Pin Trader Clubs have sponsored catalogs for their own states or MDs with the goal of cataloging all pins made in their MD from every source.  Hopefully, at some future date as our hobby expands there will be catalogs from all over the world.  
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In 1993 one of our LITPC members from California issued a State Pin and Color Pictorial Guide.  At the time of issue this was the most extensive catalog to date showing many pins that most pin traders had never even seen.  This catalog quickly became the bible of the pin trading community.  It is still used by many traders having been updated several times during the 1990’s.  During the 80s pin traders were also given more space in convention centers to trade their pins.
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 All through the 90s the LITPC continued to grow.  Many of those pin traders who had collected most of the US and Canadian MD pins ventured off into collecting pins from other countries.  . Many of us had a lot of pins from all over the world.  We had traded for some of these because some of them were real nice pins and caught our fancy.   We did not have any catalogs however identifying these pins.  The pins from Japan, as well as some of the oversea countries were quite beautiful and a lot of the pin traders would trade for these at the International conventions.
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 Making a series of bells and fans worked well for the Japanese and were easily traded by them at the International Conventions.
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 In addition to those made in Japan, high quality pins were being made in quite a few oversea countries such as these from Switzerland.  High quality pin are now standard throughout most of the overseas countries. Throughout the 90s many of our pin traders had accumulated large quantities of pins from outside North America but few of them knew much about them other than where they were from, since as I mentioned there was no catalogs for these pins.
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All of this started changing in 2001 when one of the LITPC members from Texas issued the first pin catalog of pins from Countries other than the US and Canada.  Again this catalog is a “work in progress” with different pins being discovered.  This catalog has been updated several times. Since the issuance of this catalog many traders are now actively collecting overseas pins.
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Another fine catalog was established in 2003 by even another of our LITPC members from Virginia. This catalog shows Regular State and Multiple District Issue Pins for both the US and Canada.  Volume II Includes Prestige, Mini, Medallion, Charms, Stickpins, Lioness, Leo, and Variations for Multiple District Issue Pins for the US and Canada.  
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These are some of the many pin variations.  Variations are a lot of fun  to collect and many traders actively seek them out. Some of these such as the Alaska pins were paint errors. With only 15 or so of the white rimmed ones.  The upside down end of trail is one of only 3 or 4 known to exist.  Some such as the West Virginia pins were recently discovered and cannot be explained. New variations are found quite often.  It is great fun to find variations that have here-to-fore never been discovered. This is an area that a lot of pin traders are now branching into.
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The Pin Traders Handbook, Volume II, also shows Jewelry such as that shown here from New Hampshire. Tie Clasps and Cuff Links as shown here from Virginia and Bolo Tie as shown here from Oklahoma. Maybe instead of Pin Traders we should be called Lions Memorabilia collectors.
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This same catalog also shows Charms, Stickpins and Necklaces such as these from Illinois, Missouri, New York, New Jersey, Wisconsin, New Hampshire and Texas.

 The editor of this catalog is also presently working on documenting pins from outside of North America to include in a color catalog of overseas pins.   This LITPC member also has a fine website with a weekly newsletter. His catalogs are also a work in progress with new MD pins being added annually.   With these overseas pins now being cataloged we have opened new vistas for the pin traders.  At the International convention in Boston in 2006 many of our members were seeking out these pins.   We have found that at International Conventions language is not as much a barrier in trading pins as one would think.  Basically if you have your MD pin and wish to trade for a pin from another country, you can identify someone from that country by their vest or nametag.  Just hold out your pin and they will usually trade for theirs.  If you are an LITPC member and have obtained a table at the LCI convention many people from all over the world visit your table with offers to trade.
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During the past pins were made from many different materials.  Shown here are pins made from leather, cloth, paper, coal, ceramic, plastic, lead, tin, pot metal, Bakelite, wood and sterling silver.
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Today’s pins as shown here are:  (1) Cast Pin, (2) Raised cast pin, (3) cutout cast pin, (4) Etching soft enamel with epoxy black nickel finish, (5) etching soft enamel with epoxy gold finish, (6) die strike soft enamel with epoxy silver finish, (7) 3d pin (This was made from the same art work as number 6), (8)2d pin no epoxy,  (9) Semi cloisonné (10) cloisonné (11) Photo pin (Around $120 setup charge) (12) die strike with soft enamel without epoxy. Three-dimensional pins and cloisonné pins are not as popular as they once were due to rising costs.  Most MD pins today are semi cloisonné are dye strike soft enamel with epoxy.  We have a case showing these pins here on the table that you can review after the slide presentation.  If you are interested in having a personal or club pin made just contact one of our members and he will put you in touch with another of our members who represents one or more of the pin makers.  We have many lions in the LITPC who are factory representatives.  They will help you with the artwork and in a lot of cases will do it for you.  They will also quote you the price and give you their ideas on what kind of pin to make.  If you make an individual pin, say in a quantity of 150 then the pin will probably cost somewhere in the neighborhood of $2.00 per pin.  Higher quantities are cheaper.  The pin representative will discuss this with you at no cost.
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These next few slides show people at work making pins.  This slide shows a person doing computer imaging.
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This is die engraving
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Stamping the image

 Slide 33  

This is color painting the pins

Slide 34 

And this is Cutting the image
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These are the top ten reasons that we think it a good idea to join the LITPC. It is our intent with this program to enlist new members in the LITPC.  Hopefully we will generate enough interest to get members from all over the world.   We would love to generate enough interest in some of the European, Asian, African and South American Countries to entice them to form their own MD pin-trading club.  The LITPC would be more than glad to offer any help in forming the club and would certainly furnish a sample constitution and bylaws.  New members from around the world just make it much easier for everyone to obtain pins they desire.
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 (Top reasons to join LITPC)
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 Here in a minute I am going to show you a series of slides of pin traders from all over the world having fun enjoying each others company and trading pins.  I do not want you to think that pin trading clubs are only about fun.  Admittedly, pin trading and fellowship is most of it; but as time passes and we make money from our pin swaps, auctions, dues and sale of pins we often find ourselves with excess funds.  In keeping with the goals of lionism many of the Lions in our Lion Pin Trader Clubs have gone above and beyond the normal charities they support in their home clubs and have done much to further Lionism as pin traders.  For example this slide shows:   (Read Slide)
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Same
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Same
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Same
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Now I will show you our organization at play but first I will introduce you to our executive officers. This was at our Annual Breakfast Meeting in Boston last year.
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These next few slides show some of our members trading pins or at play.  We think the social aspect of being an LITPC member is one of the most important benefits of membership.  Anywhere we go that pin traders are present we can expect an invite and fellowship. This is one of our pin traders from Australia trading at a convention.
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 Here are two more of our pin traders at the same function.  The camaraderie and friendship throughout pin trading is absolutely tops. One of these traders is from Virginia the other from Texas.  Part of the joy of attending pin swaps and conventions is to spend time with old friends and to meet new ones.
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This is our membership information booth that is a standard at International Conventions.  We usually sign up quite a few new members at this booth.  We now have two booths.  The one shown here as well as one in England, and expect to have one in Australia in the near future.  Our member behind the booth is from Australia.  He is talking to a member from Ohio.
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This is LITPC membership information booth that is in Europe.  Here is the Secretary of the BI&I PTC along with several other members at the Europe Forum.  
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One of our Wisconsin Pin Traders at lunch with other pin traders at a pin swap in Tennessee.  He is pinning one of the waitresses from the Hooters restaurant.  More fun.  
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Pin Trading is a family affair at Lions functions.  We have quite a few kids and wives of Lions visit us and trade pins at the Conventions and swaps.
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Lasting friendships are made trading pins.  I am in this picture with Lions from Tennessee, Colorado, California and Canada.  I am honored to call these pin traders friends and I met them all through pin trading. The Lion from Tennessee was a great friend and passed away recently.  His wife, who is also a lion and a member of the LITPC picked up the torch and is now hosting the annual Tenn. pin swap.
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At the New York State convention, all of the LITPC members who were present and who wanted to attend were invited to the LITPC Presidents home.  He and his wife showed a large crowd some good down home hospitality.  Again lasting friendships are forged through pin trading.
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Some of the pin traders get a spot at the parade and trade pins with people in the parade.  This is the before picture of two very sober young men one from Chicago the other from Florida at the 2004 convention in Detroit.
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This is an after picture of the same traders.  Liquid refreshment was good that day.  As you can see when someone from another country wants a pin we will trade for anything.  Here he has a Colombian serape as well as an Indonesian Hat. 
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Here you have two of our more serious pin traders out to enjoy the parade.
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This is at the 2006 Parade in Boston
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Pin swap in Tennessee
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Pin Traders from Asia in the trading area at the International convention in Boston
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Pin Traders from Europe and Africa
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Pin Traders from India and the US
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Pin Traders from Japan
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Pin Traders from Great Britain and the US at Reno
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California pin trader.  Reno swap
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PT from California and one from Tennessee checking their lists
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Pin Traders from Pennsylvania and California discussing the hobby
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Breakfast meeting in Reno
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Our Waiters
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Hard to find good help
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Texas Traders
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Missouri Traders
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NY Traders
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California Traders
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Okie Traders
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Kaye and the Cook.  Actually this is Lion Kaye and Al Stack from California.  Al was in to pin trading in a big way early on, in fact he is a Past President of the LITPC> Kaye became more interested in pin trading and Al started doing a lot of the cooking at the hospitality rooms at the various pin swaps and conventions.  Kaye is now a world-class pin trader and Al is a great cook.  I think all of the pin traders would rather have Kaye trading and Al cooking.
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Midwest pin swap in Moline, Illinois.  They have a very nice facility. Ohio hosted this pin swap.  Last year it was hosted by Illinois.  Next year it is Indiana’s turn.  All of the midwestern states rotate the hosting of this fine swap.
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Virginia Pin Swap
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Auction Night at the Virginia swap.  This is where you can pick up some of those rare pins.

Slide 75

Some our Marine members (Swap coincided with birth date of US Marines and they sung the Marine Hymn) if you could call it singing.
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Pin swaps over, Pack those pins and go home. 
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Go to PTC Pin This concludes our program.  If you would like a membership application please see me.  If you have any questions concerning pin trading please raise your hand.  

