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Estonia, officially the Republic of Estonia is a country in the Baltic region of Northern 
Europe. It is bordered to the north by the Gulf of Finland, to the west by the Baltic 
Sea, to the south by Latvia, and to the east by Lake Peipus and Russia . Across the 
Baltic Sea lies Sweden in the west and Finland in the north. The territory of Estonia 
consists of a mainland and 2,222 islands and islets in the Baltic Sea, 17,505 square 
miles of land, and is influenced by a humid continental climate. Estonia is a           
democratic parliamentary republic divided into fifteen counties, with its capital and 
largest city being Tallinn. With a population of 1,333,000 million, it is one of the   
least-populous member states of the European Union, Eurozone, the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization and the Schengen Area. The Estonians are a Finnic people, and 
the official language, Estonian, is a Finno-Ugric language closely related to Finnish 
and the Sami languages, and distantly to Hungarian. Estonia is governed under the 
constitution of 1992. The president, who is the head of state and is elected by       
parliament for a five-year term and is eligible for a second term. The government is     
headed by the prime minister, who is nominated by the president and approved by 
parliament. The unicameral Parliament (Riigikogu) has 101 members who are     
popularly elected to serve four-year terms. Estonia joined the International           
Association of Lions Club in 1989 and Tallinn Lions Club is the oldest club.  
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